
 
Harm Reduction Victoria Statement on Coroner’s Court of Victoria 

and Drug Checking Recommendations 

 

Harm Reduction Victoria (HRVic) was invited to make a submission to the Coroner’s Court of 

Victoria regarding the Investigation into five deaths involving 25C-NBOMe and 4- 

Fluoroamphetamine between July 2016 and January 2017. The findings were released this April 7, 

available here: https://www.coronerscourt.vic.gov.au/coroner-calls-urgent-drug-testing-services-

victoria  

The Coroner made 2 recommendations: 

1. That the Department of Health, as the appropriate arm of the Victorian Government, 

implements a drug checking service in the State of Victoria as a matter of urgency, to reduce 

the number of preventable deaths (and other lesser harms) associated with the use of drugs 

obtained from unregulated drug markets.  

2. That the Department of Health, as the appropriate arm of the Victorian Government, 

implements a drug early warning network in the State of Victoria as a matter of urgency, to 

reduce the number of preventable deaths (and other lesser harms) associated with the use 

of drugs obtained from unregulated drug markets. 

A theme highlighted by the investigation was that a drug checking/‘pill testing’ service must 

include a public-facing component to maximise harm reduction potential. HRVic’s CEO, Sione 

Crawford provided a comprehensive explanation as to why this is the case:  

“[…] drug checking services should be public-facing first and foremost, so it is an accessible 

health service that people who use or are contemplating using drugs are provided with 

tailored information from the chemical analysis, harm reduction education, and health 

service referral options. A public-facing service also provides the immediate opportunity to 

thoroughly record and photograph the form of substances before consumption for a more 

comprehensive data set; and, if a drug sample produces results of an undesired substance, 

there is the immediate opportunity to dispose of it safely.” 

Sam Biondo and David Taylor of VAADA were acknowledged in the investigation for noting a range 

of design factors may impact on whether people choose to engage with the service, and therefore 

whether it is successful. These include accessibility and inclusiveness, staff suitability, speed with 

which results are communicated, and what the service does to minimise stigma for people who use 

drugs. To maximise engagement, "Those who will use the service are integral in informing the 

design".  

From an operational perspective, the expertise and insight of peers is needed to engage most 

effectively with service users. Dr Muñoz and Dr Wilson explained their crucial role as follows: “The 

information provided by the service needs to be credible. A combination of trained staff to analyse 

the results of the test and peers from the groups involved and providing this in a safe environment 

without risk of legal consequences, will ensure acceptability and credibility for the service.” 
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In the ACT there has been 2 successful trials of drug checking services delivered by Harm Reduction 

Australia’s Pill Testing Australia in 2018 and 2019. The service model was public-facing onsite at a 

music festival, included peer-based harm reduction workers, and an independent evaluation funded 

by the ACT government was conducted by the Australian National University (available here: 

https://www.health.act.gov.au/sites/default/files/2019-

12/ACT%20Pill%20Testing%20Evaluation%20report%20FINAL.pdf)  
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