




‘She Worshipped the Ground I Walked 
On.‘)

mother, father and their biological 
2.4 children

‘Love, Oxytocin & Other Drugs’
‘Frankie’s Story’) 

‘STIGMA: Its ugly head and what it 
eats’



 

&  empowerment
We respect the sovereignty of 
individuals over their own  

peoples’ lifestyle choices.

We believe that individuals and 

be heard and to determine their 
own goals and paths through 
life, provided always that the 
equal rights of others are not 
diminished.   

cause unwarranted harm to 
people who use drugs and 
their families and to the wider 
community to which they 
belong.

marginalise and isolate 

from friends, family and 
community support and deny 
them equitable access to 

 
of drug-related harm and to 

makes it harder for people 

cultural and economic life of the 
community and it undermines 

challenges and problems. 

all people, including those who 
use drugs, to fair, equitable 

aspects of life. We assert that 
a person’s choice to use illicit 
substances, while unlawful,  
should not of itself have any 
impact upon their rights as 
workers, consumers of goods 
and services or as valued 
members of society.

The  way  we  work:

supporters include current and 
former drug users and people 
who support the values and 

instance, to our membership 

concerns of people who use 
drugs in all the work we do.

We believe that working with 

people who use drugs and the 
wider community.

We operate within the harm 

health and rights of people who 
use drugs.  

The  context  of  our 
work:

do not seek to promote the use 
of any substances, but neither do 
we condemn individuals for the 
choices they make concerning 
their own bodies and lifestyles. 

We  Believe:

individual and society).

use are not simply caused by 
the drugs themselves but  are 
the product of legal, psycho-
social and economic factors 
surrounding their use.

between drugs that are legal and 
illegal is not evidence-based.

of the various substances for 

one group of substances, and not 
the other appears to be arbitrary 

aim of reducing drug-related 
harms to individuals and the 
community.  

to accessing services and creates 
hidden harms which cannot be 

exists.

That drug use and drug related 
harm should be viewed and 
managed as a health issue and 
not a legal issue.

In a social model of health, 
which views health not merely 
as the absence of disease, but as 
a resource for living.

addressing the social, economic 

upon people’s capacity to enjoy 

Statement of Mission  

As the state-wide user 

user-based and user-governed 
 

approach to drug use, with a 

and empowerment.  Harm 

provide a voice for people 
who inject and other users of 
illicit drugs, and to address the 

experienced by people who 
inject and other users of illicit 
drugs.

In short this mission is 
encapsulated in “Health Rights, 

a) To be a drug user-based, 
user driven and user governed 

inject and other users of illicit 
drugs
b) To address the issues of 

who inject drugs, through peer 

advocacy

drug related harm
d) To provide non-judgmental 
advocacy, support and referral 
to people who inject and other 
users of illicit drugs

ongoing community debate and 

people who inject and other 
users of illicit drugs
f) To represent the views of 

non-government bodies.
g) To challenge social and legal 
barriers to the health and well 
being of people who inject and 
other users of illicit drugs, in 
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 Web:       www.hrvic.org.au

Loki Lokiss  
Spotted from Space

WORDS

ART
 

Would you like to see your work published in Whack!? 



(Insert Celebrity name here)

Police say that on average, one in twelve truck drivers are using Ice to stay 
alert while driving long distances. 

  

ice to players.
 

acceptable and this season it’s widely acceptable and widely used.”

trust in a 

“The message we want get across is that treatment does 

“We are thin on the 

NEWS)

Protocols are being drawn up for the clinical trial of medical cannabis to 
treat children with severe epilepsy.
 
The 

 

might be reduced,” 

Local

04



topics related to drug use and health,” 

“Global 

force a change in drug policy in the near future.” 

ended. 

 

“crack was interfering with the 
central core of what it is to be human,” 

on?” 

our children?”

The 

diacetylmorphine) 

 

Global



Ruby is eleven years old. 

Ruby is intelligent and independent with a well-
developed sense of self. Ruby likes to discuss big 
ideas and to be challenged mentally.  She also 
loves to dance and sing. Ruby is immersed in a 
loving family. Both of Ruby’s primary carers are 
drug users. 

Which brings me to the biggest adjustment I have had to 
make in response to my new family: my fear of what might 
happen if the outside world were to learn of our drug use.
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Not because we are bad parents or bad people. 

 

ANONYMOUS 



Future Trends in Drugs 
of Abuse”. “one kilo of carfentanil (a potent form 
of fentanyl) is equivalent to six metric tons of heroin”.  

the way!

“China-white”

FENTANYL
100 times more potent 
than Morphine?
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blank out

Lord Elwood of Kadath



from a drug called MXE that’s been sold as ketamine, 

Rave-safe
Dance-wize
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“M.O.O.P” 

‘don’t give me that moop’ ‘you are losing your 
moop’ 

Let’s create a new reality, even for a weekend.
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WADS) is 

WADS

 • 

 • AOD counselling and assessment

 • Obstetric care

 • Paediatric care
 
 • Midwifery care

 •

 • Mental health assessment

 •

 •

WADS

 • 

 •

 • Research

 • 24 hour on call obstetric service

WADS 

W



WADS

 

WADS

 

WADS

WADS
WADS

WADS

WADS

WADS

 WADS 

WADS

WADS
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WADS. 

      



There is no denying that the use of 

which devolve into violence and neglect are 

worrying tendency for illicit drug use, in itself, being used 

and, in the worst case, the removal of children to state care.
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“internalise the hate it carries, transforming it to shame 

problems and their families begin to accept the ideas that 

and their families.”

Thankfully, his GP 

and thought they weren’t as good a parent as they could be.”



In the end, we simply don't know. 
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“Not all parents and caregivers with alcohol and other drug 
(AOD) issues harm their children”. 

“Approximately half of all child abuse and neglect cases 

“Not all parents and 
caregivers with…AOD issues harm their children”. 

‘that a child 

“It is the responsibility of all members of the community to 

“physical 
or sexual”

             • Doctors
             • Nurses

             • School Principals
             • Midwives

             • Registered psychologists

he or she suspects a child has been, or is at risk of, being abused”. 

SASS



I’m sorry

 
Boredom? 
Apathy? 

Give me death, or give me heroin.

promise me you won’t do that to me”.

Give me heroin or give me death.

And I survived.

And I survived. 
Heroin saved my life.

Nicky Conway

Heroin saved my life
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Whether or not to have a child was a dilemma I wrestled with 

could
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A post-birth check should not be something that has to be 
pleaded or begged for. 

Fern
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My Family



Bruger Foreninger: A Recovery Model

Wiki reference: 

social inclusion, coping skills, and meaning. Other names 

recovery
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Foreningen

. Sunhedsrummet 
 

 

 AOD sector; and

2
 than good. 

“as long as someone is 
doing their best, that’s enough”.

Recovery-as-

individual’s is for those around them 
to accept them exactly as they are.  

  Sass    
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Woo Hoo!
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Surely that counts for something? 



 

absolutely nothing.
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*****

All in all, I think we have done alright.  

                                                       Kendall
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There are days when you know that someone’s story 
needs to be shared with others. 

 

I know that some people will simply not swallow what I am 
saying

 

SHARING & CARING.
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“You know, you 

“What are you talking about?” 

This is a story about a Dad who loved and fought for his son. 



Drug using parents get a bad rap. 

 A spare room/bedroom

 Your bedroom (but not if your child sleeps in  
 your bedroom)

 A garage/workshop

 The bathroom

 The laundry
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‘She just adored the ground I walked on…’
 — 

 

You know 
she’d do absolutely anything for me; she’s always been 

you know, 

who is as close to their mum as I am” (Zara)

electricity or 
anything like that. We were  always comfortable in our 

 

school 

I’d always say ‘oh I don’t wanna go.’” (Kate)

a drug 

ridiculous. My birthdays were ridiculous. She bought 

think that’s why she was always
trying again and again to make it

“She didn’t want to be who she was.

world and she had a special soul and 
a special heart that me and my family 
could see but no-one else could see.” 
(Sam)

...

d 
ily yy
””
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bedroom and close the door and I’d try to look under the 

doors,so to speak.” (Sarah)

been about 9 when I realised what was actually going 
on.” (Wendy)

gonna treat my family like that.” (Paul)

“When she had gallstones. We were in the hospital and 

say gall stones are one of the most painful things you can 

she was a known drug user... I thought it was really  

get some drugs.” (Wendy)

brother and my sister knew what was going on, how 

(Sam)

She was like, ‘I’ll tell people’ and I knew what happened 

she said. I remember crying to my sister, ‘cause I knew I 
couldn’t tell my parents and I told my sister and she was 

you.’”



 

 

drug use. That whole month there was a knockout, like 

fuckin’ shoot up drugs than fuckin’ be here for you and 
watch footy’ and that sort of hurt me a bit.” (Tom)

“I was always a sporty kid, I played sport with ‘em no 

friends that picked on you about your family but they’re 
the friends you hang out with on the weekend, it was 

(Sam)

 

 

wasn’t allowed to play with her. She said ‘no my Mum 

 

what was going on at school, they were, ‘like father, 

thought.  Yeah, teachers, a lot of teachers knew and  

of my so-called friend’s parents and they’d say ‘well
you know Sam’s parents are doing this, Sam’s parents are 

would come and tell me what the teachers had said to 

with teachers ‘cause of things like that. That’s one of 

despised teachers.” (Sam)

 
Immogen Law
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When Hurricane Katrina bore down on the city of New Orleans, I did 

withdrawal.

(the 
howling within).

REVIEWS : Book
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LEGAL 

 

CRISIS PHONE SERVICES
Lifeline

Beyondblue.org.au

PAMS pharmacotherapy advice
www.pillreports.com

              

challenge, but we hope this guide can help when you need it 
most. 

The Fitzroy Legal Service 
drugdirectory has an Online Service Directory for users that’s 
currently being updated and is another good resource.

Local councils can give you info on services in your local 
community. 

Directory humanservicesdirectory.vic.gov.au. 

accessed here: www.nspandlegal.aivl.org.au 

Australia.

SURVIVAL GUIDE

CRISIS  ACCOMMODATION

HomeGround

Ozanam House
Hanover Southbank
Argyle Street Housing Service

I NTERSTATE  ADVOCACY GROUPS
 

 

IHN)

  

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

 Reverse charge calls:
 Directory assistance:



SURVIVAL GUIDE           FOOD

Ozanam House

Sacred Heart Mission

St Mary’s House of Welcome

Fintry Bank

Food Not Bombs

Outreach Mission

Ozanam House

Sacred Heart Mission

St Luke’s

St Mary’s House of Welcome

Food Not Bombs

Ozanam House

Family
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by googling or by accessing the health department’s 

directory.htm 

are more accessible for consumers.  Services are now 

assessments can be conducted over the phone. 

If you’re having problems with your pharmacotherapy 

HEALTH TREATMENT

     DirectLine -1800 888 236 (24/7)

DRUG-RELATED SERVICES

InnerSpace

HealthWorks

SHARPS

Living Room

 
Access Health

non judgemental health care, doctors and nurses as well 
as a range of other services e.g... counselling, showers.

Sexual Health
Melb

Sexual Health Advice Line: 

Women’s Services
Safe Ste

 
Flat Out: Statewide Support for Women Leaving Prison

Answer to "Scrambled" -



As these lists are always changing, we would advise 

be purchased and disposed of at many pharmacies for a 
few dollars.

FIXED SITE SERVICES

LATE NIGHT CHEMISTS 

www.aivl.org.au

SURVIVAL GUIDE - SHARPS

NIGHT TIME MOBILE 
SERVICES

InnerSpace

 

HealthWorks

 

SHARPS

  
North

 

Barwon Health

The needle and syringe programs below are more likely 
to have the full range of equipment available. Please be 

are not always free.

                 

                            

                           
   
Inner South                         

           

holidays     
 
North West                         

     

DAYTIME MOBILE SERVICES
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Little Boss




